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TREE W A R D E N S 

In order to combat the recent 
a l a r m i n g rate a! w h i c h trees, 
woodland and hedgerows have 
been d isappearing ITorn onr ct iiin* 
try side, The Tree Council , spon
sored by British Gas, founded the 
Tree Warden scheme to heip p i . • 
pie to understand and respond to 
the problem, slatt ing a tew years 
ago in East Sussex and ! eieestei 
shire The object was to promote 
improvement in the environment 
through tree planting and caring 
tor trees, the initial sue 
ral areas has encourage 
Counci l to start warde 
in towns The 1 ondon I 
Camden and our o w n I 
ouch, in cooperation w ii 

e^s m ru 
1 1 he I ret 
i s*'heme* 

i ree 
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the 

Aust in . At the 
hat 
•ith 

ith 

'5 u ier f rom disease 
bad management or damage 
While most oi this relates to pub 

lie trees, those private trees which 
are the Subject of a Tree Preserva
tion ()rder or which are in a Desig
nated Conservation Area w i l l also 
come within their province There 
IS i \n a hot' line for report ing 
vandalism, but in all cases war
dens will only report and recom
mend, and the Borough Council 
w i l l take such action as it thinks 
appropriate, wardens are bv no 
means members oi some kind of 
tree gestapo 

While enthusiasm is important 
the work is not onerous, keeping 
. in informed arid open eye on the 
general tree sv ene i> really what it 
amounts tb Sineea certain degree 
of lei finical knowledge will obvi
ously be helpful , a number of in
formation meetings have been 
held and more are being planned 
foi 1993, not only aimed at new 
recruits but designed also to re 
i apituiate and expand this year's 
tea< lung in addit ion, there have 
been a number of instructive and 
most enjoyable visits w i t h experts 
to public and private gardens, 
parks and arboreta 

I crust as man) wardens as possi
ble If you think vou might be 

I interested, telephone M r Derek 

about next w a r ' s proposed active 

G A R D E N S I N 
L A D B R O K E : 
MRS C R O W T H E R ' S 
G A R D E N 
A p r i l C r o w t 
Lansdowne R 
more than six 
to Henrietta 
Martineau about the Lansdowne 
Road /Clarendon Road garden 

has l i v e d i n 
on and oi l tor 

ears She talked 
ipps a n d Jane 

and how it has changed. 

JM When d i d you move here 1 

AC W e l l , we m o v e d to 27 
i ansdowne Road in 1925. Before 
that we l ived in Canning Place, 
and the cook, w h o had been w i t h 
my parents for ever, w o u l d n ' t 
move w i t h us because she said she 
had never worked north of the 
park and she wasn't about to start 
now Ridiculous! 

The garden was very formal 
then of course We had a perma
nent gardener and boy, a verv 
fierce gardener, 1 don't think he 
d i d much, but he was there being 
fierce and the boy wheeled the 
barrow about and we were not 
supposed to play any ball games 
as children There were huge no
tices either end saying ' N o Ball 
Games A l l o w e d By Order ' , and 
we used the boards tor cricket 
stumps 
/ M What d i d the garden look 
like then? 
AC W e l l , it was very formal, it 
had a central path going u p to the 
round bed and a lot of little e r r s 
t rnt beds where things were bed 
ded out as tar as 1 remember, and 

April Crowther 



l o v e l y v i e w s i n t o i t f r o m 
Lansdowne Road Was it l ike thai 
w h e n y o u first came? 
AC 1 d o n ' t remember that; as a 
c h i l d y o u d o n ' t notice those things 
1 remember lather being fur io us 
w h e n they b u i l t extensions. H e 
wasn't fur io us because they were 
i n - f i l l i n g but because they were 
mostly badly bui l t , not p r o p e r l y 
designed. 
HP 1 suppose not u n t i l Conser
vat ion Areas came i n , d i d they 
reallv get cracking w i t h th ings l ike 
t h a t 7 

AC Absolutely not. I d o n ' t t h i n k 
you had toask permission f o r a n y • 
t h i n g u n t i l recently 
HP W e l l , y o u are very lucky this 
area d i d n ' t become too r ich and 
fashionable before conservat ion 
came i n o therwise it w o u l d really 
have got wrecked w o u l d n ' t i t 1 

AC W e l l , very early on at the 
end house. Sir F .dmund Davis 's , 
where the flats ate, they b u i l t r ight 
out over the garden 
HP Another th ing I meant to ask, 
in a lot of the gardens there is a 
great d i v i s i o n between tree lovers 
and plant lovers O n the w h o l e 
y o u r garden isn't too shady so ! 
imagine there isn't too m u c h con
flict 

AC W e i l , p e o p l e p l a n t t h e 
w r o n g k i n d nt trees w h i c h makes 
me very cross We have that enor
mous eucalvptus w h i c h is a forest 
tree, for heavens sake, and I n o w 
cannot see the garden f r o m our 
b e d r o o m w i n d o w , 1 look slap into 
those rather b o r i n g grey leaves 
The acacias are verv beaut i fu l , I 

ansdowne/Clarendtm Garden: looking nor 

laurels and th ings a n d started be
ing planted w i t h f lowers? 
AC N o b o d y d i d the beds out -
s i d e t h e i r r a i l i n g s ; that was al l pari 
of the garden, the gardener was 
responsible I t h i n k there were 
shrubs, I d o n ' t t h i n k there were 
many f lowers p lanted , probably 
just lobelia a n d a l y s s u m at the 
edge. I remember b lue and w h i t e 
spots e v e r y w h e r e 1 k n o w years 
ago we planted the lavender round 
t h e m i d d l e b e d because w e 
c o u l d n ' t bear the b e d d i n g out 
w h i c h was then done 
HP Y o u d o n ' t have a d o g prob
lem? 
AC N o d o g s a l l o w e d A b o u l 
f o r t y years ago w h e n w e w e r e o n 
the C o m m i t t e e , w e had to make a 
terr ible dec is ion - dogs or c h i l 
d r e n , a n d 1 a m g lad to say (he 
c h i l d r e n w o n because even i n 
those days i t was a f r i g h t f u l mess 
It wasn ' t the dogs , it was their 
o w n e r s W e are about the o n l y 
Square w h o has this rule , 1 t h i n k 
HP It does interest me h o w dif 
ferent they a l l look , some of t h e m 
look very m u c h chskirens' gar
dens, the C o m m i t t e e actual ly dis
c o u r a g e p e o p l e f r o m h a v i n g 
f lower beds outs ide their ra i l ings 
because it makes for too m u c h 
confl ict w i t h c h i l d r e n The others 
are very m u c h gardeners 'gardens 
JM VVhat about the M a y trees? 
weren ' t they rather formal? 
AC They w e r e c i i p p e d in to l i t t le 
r o u n d balls except the 'umbre l la 
tree' 

HP The o ther t h i n g about this 
garden was that it o r i g i n a l l y had 

love t he m 
HP A n d they d o n ' t cast too 
m u c h shade. 
AC N o , t h e y ' r e q u i t e g o o d , 
whereas the planes d o . 
HP There's one g arde n round 
here, which isabsolutely l ike night 
Can anyone plant a n y t h i n g be
tween their ra i l ings a n d the path? 
AC In fact they are n o w encour
aged to d o the outer bed S o m e d o , 
some d o n ' t . Y o u are encouraged 
to keep it t i d y even if y o u don ' t 
plant it Y o u k n o w , w e merely d o 
the n o r t h end because f r o m the 
m i d d l e of the garden y o u d o n ' t 
w a n t a b i t t y e n d , y o u want a sort 
of sweep of al I the plants or shrubs 
or whatever , the same w i t h the 
sides, w h e n y o u r are w a l k i n g u p 
the garden y o u see a very pleasant 
edge 
HP If there i s a n y new p l a n t i n g , 
does the c o m m i t t e e decide w h o 
want s this or that t r e e ' 
AC Y o u p lanted n e w lavender, 
d i d n ' t y o u , some t i m e a g o 7 W e l l , 
t h e b u l b s go o n for ever. W e 
planted a l l those t u l i p s at least 
t w e n t y yearsagoand just left them, 
never touched the m Everybody 
had said y o u have to l i f t t he m but 
w e dec ided that was too m u c h 
l i k e h a r d w o r k and they have just 
m u l t i p l i e d 
}M W h e n d i d the par ty on bon
f ire n ight s t a r t ' 
AC O h . let m e t h i n k , a b o u t 
t w e n t y to t h i r t y years ago. Before 
we a l ! used to have o u r o w n l i t t le 
bonf ire a n d our o w n nuts roasting 
a n d that was r i d i c u l o u s so we de
c i d e d , i t was m u c h easier to have 
one d i s p l a y 
HP 1 remember m y son came to 
the bonf i re par ty here a n d he said 
it was f u l l of s i lver haired fathers 

c a r r y i n g bottles of w i n e ' . 
AC I r e m e m b e r w h e n I w a s 
smal l , there were o n e o r t w o fierce 
people w h o were ever las t ingly 
c o m i n g out saying ' d o n ' t ' , or be 
quiet , 'stop this or that ' . We i l we 
just m a d e f u n of them; of course, 
that doesn' t happen n o w , does i t 7 

N o o l d w o m e n - w e l l 1 am the o l d 
w o m a n , of course 1 h a v e a c e r t a i n 
l i t t l e f l o w e r w h i c h any c h i l d may 
pick and make d o l l y ' s bouquets , 
its rather pleasant 

Ht'nrit'ttit Phipi>> writes' 
This was one of the earliest gar
dens to be la id o n i o n t h e l i i d b r o k e 
Estate, and its des ign has changed 



there were other r o u n d a n d cres
cent beds. 
IM ft w a s t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n st i l l? 
A C 1 t h i n k so, yes 
HP Do y o u t h i n k that went in 
the War? 
AC It was a total jungle d u n n g 
the War, y o u see, it a l l got o\-
g r o w n and n o b o d y w a s h e r e a t a l l 
1 came back i n 1S44 to look after 
m y grandparents, w h o l i v e d i n 
\ 3 D o n a l d was a w a y abroad 
a n d Eleanor C h a r i e s w o r t h a n d 1 
were the on ly people in ihe gar
den There wasn ' t a c h i l d in the 
whole of the garden. 
H P W h e n d i d it s top h a v i n g 
b e d d i n g ' 
AC fust before the War, 1 was 
a w a y . of course, i d i d n ' t come in to 
the garden very m u c h , b u t m y j 

grandparents were m a d keen gar
deners 
IM You described y o u r mother [ 
and neighbours h a v i n g tea par
ties 
AC They used to have tea par- i 
ties under the plane trees They 
used to have their o w n maids and } 
par iour maids w h o used to b r i n g j 

c omeand haveaf ternoon tea. they I 

w o u l d r ing a be l l and the m a i d j 
w o u l d rush o u t w i t h the scones, i 
Maybe there were three or f o u r 
l i t t le parties g o i n g on. 
/ M A n d d i d they ta lk to each { 
other, or d i d they keep to them
selves' 
AC O h , no , no. y o u kept to y o u r { 
o w n l i t t le party T h a i s topped m 
the 30s O n e t h i n g ! d o remember , I 
w h i c h 1 a lways thought was -tern- j 

b i y u n f a i r , w a s that n o b o d y ' s I 

maids were a l l o w e d i n the gar- i 
den. You were a l l o w e d a n a n n v 

AC W e l l , things were d i f ferent 
you see One d i d n ' t f l o w i n a n d 
out of everybody's houses A s a 
c h i l d 1 remember it was d i f f i c u l t 
to ask people back for tea because 
it might upset the cook or some
th ing nonsensical You were aw
ful ly hampered by y o u r staff. 

A n d people kept themselves to 
themselves. 1 k n e w the ch i ldren i n 
the garden and I knew the next 
door neighbour, of course, w h o 
came into the house, but the other 
end of the garden it m i g h t have 
been Russia, 
IM A n d w h a t d i d the neigh
bours do? 
AC They were bankers, stock
brokers , w e l l - o f f m i d d l e class. 
When m y father,an architect, came 
here, suddenly there wasa rush of 
architects, they used to give rather 
nice parties Apar t f r o m that it 
wasn' t a smart bit of London at a l l . 
1 seem to remember w h e n 1 was 
very y o u n g they were lawyers and 
ludges. people l ike that In fact the 
man opposite, d o w n Lansdowne 
Road, u n t i l the m i d d l e '30s had a 
carriage w h i c h came every after
noon and took h i m for a d r i v e in 
the park , the horses were very 

\M What k i n d of carnage d i d 

AC A n open top Me had been 
factor, I t h i n k . So the D u k e of 
Buccleueh. ! remember this w o n 
d e r f u l sight of the o l d gentleman 
being w r a p p e d in rugs probably 
to d r i v e al l the way u p to H y d e 

rt d r i n k s 
V used to 

go to parties there. 
HP But , to go back to the gar
d e n , apparent ly they d i d n ' t put 
f lowers in to publ i c parks u n t i l the 
1860s. there was m u c h m o r e i n the 
w a y of shrubbery , grass a n d trees, 
then i n the 1860s they got mad 
about g a r d e n i n g a n d m o r e a n d 
m o r e R o w e r - m i n d e d 
AC The sout h ern end was al
ways a mass of laurels , rather 
f r i g h t e n i n g , y o u k n o w 
IM Were there box hedges or 
a n y t h i n g of that k i n d a l o n g the 
central p a t h ' 
AC N o , i t was just gravel and 
very neatly c l i p p e d edges; grass 
used to be w o r s h i p p e d . 
HP Was the central bed a lways 
roses? 
A CYes . it had a l i t t l e pergola i n 
the m i d d l e . Later w e had a statue 
in the m i d d l e w h i c h belonged to 
Lady Ashton ( M a d g e G a r l a n d ) b u t 
somebody w a n t e d i t back 

I IM A n d d i d y o u have bulbs i n 
j the s p r i n g ' 
j A C Yes, w e d i d actual ly . 1 d o n ' t 

t h i n k w e had t h e m i n the grass. 1 
I t h i n k they were in the beds 
j IM You said there was a sol-
{ djer 's daughter w h o p lanted a l l 

the d a f f o d i l s in serr ied ranks , at 
j the n o r t h end 
1 AC O h yes, Criscilia H a r n n g l o n -

Hawes was an expert gardener, 
I she had c o m e f r o m a country-

house, and in the 50* she p lanted 
j al l the daffs u n d e r the m a i n trees 

She was ex- India a r m y . 
HP W h e n d o y o u ' t h i n k t h e 

j banks s t o p p e d b e i n g s tocked w i t h 

lAnsdownejCkrend&n Garden: the 

. • ... - . 



very little since the mid-t$4Qs as 
developers' plans from thai date 
show A l l but two of the gravel 
paths are intact and. m the centre, 
the circular flower-bed survives, 
still Riled w i t h roses as it a!ua\ 
ha> been in l iv ing memorv 1 he 
early Victorian edging tiles are 
castellated, instead ot the more 
familiar rope pattern found in the 
later gardens, whi le Original rail 
ings still mark the back of nearK 
all the private gardens, and i n a 
very ornamental design form the 
road boundary along St John's 
Gardens 

Magnificent trees, however, are 
now the most str iking feature of 
the garden, many of them Surely 
original, tall planes, one of which 
dominates St John's Gardens, pic 
turesquely twis ted hawthorns , 
several limes and, in one of the 
private back gardens a stupcn 
dous copper beech A t u l i p tree 
was presented to the garden in 
!V77b\e Association, 
and therearemanv voung flower
ing trees, notably a lovely Magno
lia kohus. 

Long since recovered f rom a lapse 
into wilderness m W o r l d War 11, 
the garden is now beautiful!v kept, 
wi th manv residents planting their 
own buffer zones' outside their 
rail ings In the d i f f i c u l t shady 
stretches Victorian continuity is 
given w i t h evergreens such as 
laurustinus, privet and Portugal 
laurel (although one ad venturous 
gardener has put in raspberrv 
canes) In Spring there a re dr i f t s of 
narcissi under the trees 

There is a general air of calm and 

If members of the J adbroke i 
Association k n o w of new 

be interested in joining the < 
Association please contact 
Paul Bastick, 75a Lad broke 
Grove, London W l l 2PD, 
telephone071 22v 1741, who 
w i l l send them an intorma-

„ tion pack about the Associa
tion and its amis which also 
contains article on the con
servation of bui ld ings , on 
local history and a recent 

I 

order, reminiscent of a traditional 
college garden N o dogs have been 
allowed in for forty years, and at 
present there are not m a i n chil
dren The surrounding streets are 
quiet, and private gardens wide , 
w i t h many leaf) §3ps between 
houses, which are partly stucco 
and partly mel low brick at the 
back, in much more restrained 
Style than the later Thomas A l l o m 
terraces, and unsull ied generally 
by extensions and conservatories 
It is not surprising that families 
hat i tended to stay fora long time 
i n this settled place, and that gen
erations ot children have g r o w n 
u p making friends i n the garden 

P L A N N I N G 
Robert Meadows 

44 C l a r e n d o n Road 1 h i s is a 
prominent corner house i here 
were proposals to alter the roof to 
include large d o r m e r ' w i n d o w s 
on all sides These changes w o u l d 
have been clearly visible, espe 
ciallv from the rising ground in St 
John's Gardens. The Applicat ion 
was refused by t heCouncil It went 
to Appeal and the Appeal was 
dismissed It is significant that, in 
his report, the Planning Inspector 

j refers to the L i d b r o k e Conserva
t ion Area Proposals Statement, 
and u s e s it , is part ot the grounds 

) for dismissing the Appeal This 
clear!) enhances the status of the 
I adbroke C APS and is a welcome 
development 

7b L l g i n Crescent 1 his is a prona 
nen t end of terrace house A s we 11 
,)>. ,i welcome general restoration, 
there are proposals fora largeback 
and side extension at basement 
level, and tor enlarging the bay 
w i n d o w at the back and adding 
t w o further storeys to it Ladbroke 
CAPS emphasises the importance 
of the gap between \ o s 7 6 a n d 78, 
ami also the importance of the 
ba« ks of these terraces and this 

was underl ined in the Council 's 
Unitary Development Plan pub 
l ishedoniy this year, w h i c h clearly 
stated that extensions " d i m i n i s h 
i n g " a "significant gap" were to be 
resisted As this extension is quite 
clearly covered by this descrip
tion we are very disappointed to 
report that despite objections f rom 
your Association at the meeting, 
the Planning Committee by a ma
jority decided to abandon their 
recently stated policy and grant 
the application 

17 Kensington Park Gardens 1 h i s 
house has been handsomely re
stored, but the highly unsatisfac
tory forecourt park ing remains 
We pressed, unsuccessfully, for 
this to be discontinued and for the 
reinstatement of the back-of pave
ment balustrade wal l This house 
i s part of a listed terrace and it i s a 
great shame that it has been spoilt 
in this way . 

36-40 Kens ington Park Road -
Southbank School GontroverSJ 
( ontinues over this school, its ex
pansion and its contravention of 
Planning Condit ions It has a l 
ready expanded into 40 Kensing 
ton Park Road, and it now wishes 
to extend its scope by catering for 
chi ldren in the six to eleven age 
range This is l ikely to generate 
more traffic and parking problems 

139-151 Por tobe l lo Road This 
block o( bui ldings has been under 
scaffolding for years, creating a 
terrible eyesore in the Portobello 
Road So it was good news indeed 
that a local Hous ing Association 
has produced a scheme for the 
reinstatement oi this block, w i t h a 
market hall on the ground floor 
and flats on the upper floors We 

j hope this scheme w i l l go ahead 

V a r i o u s L is ted B u i l d i n g s Re 
cent !v. I here has been a number of 
Planning Applicat ions for minor 
alterations to listed buildings. The 
d r a w i n g s have been of a poor 
Standard and not prepared by 
properlv qualified professional 
persons. Inallcases, but especial!) 
in dealing w i t h listed bui ldings , it 
is important that any alterations 
are handled by a well -qual i f ied 

J architec t 
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