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laurels and things and started be-
ing planted with flowers?

AC  Nobody did the beds out-
sidetheirrailings; that was all part
of the garden, the gardener was
responsible 1 think there were
shrubs, | don’t think there were
many flowers planted, probably
just lobelia and alyssum at the
edge. | remember blue and white
spots everywhere. | know years
agowe planted the lavender round
the middle bed because we
couldn’t bear the bedding out
which was then done

HP  Youdon‘t have a dog prob
lem?

AC  No dogs allowed About
forty years ago when we were on
the Committee, we had to make a
terrible decision - dops or chil
dren, and | am glad to say the
children won because even in
those days it was a frightful mess
It wasn't the dogs, it was their
owners. We are about the only
Square who has this rule, I think
HP It does interest me how dif
ferent they all look, some of them
look very much childrens’ gar
dens; the Commitiee actually dis
courage people from having
flower beds outside their railings
Decause i thkd'\ 1or oo mud h
conflict with children: The others
are very much gardeners’ gardens
IM  What about the May trees?
weren't they rather formal?

A( They werechipped mtoliltl
round balls except the ‘umbrella
tree

HP The other thing about this
garden was that it onginally had

lovely views into it from
Lansdowne Road. Was it like that
when vou first came?

AC Idon‘t remember that; as a
child youdon't notice those things
I remember father being furious
when they built extensions. He
wasn't furious because they were
in-filling but because they were
mostly badly built; not properly
designed

HP  Isuppose not until Conser-
vation Areas came in, did they
really get cracking withthings like
that?

AC  Absolutely not. Idon‘t think
you had to ask permission forany
thing until recently

HP  Well, youare very lucky this
area didn’t become too nich and
fashionable before conservation
came in otherwise it would really
have got wrecked wouldn®t it?
AC  Well, very early on at the
end house, Sir Edmund Davis’s,
where the flatsare, they built right
out over the garden

HP  Anotherthing Imeanttoask
in a lot of the gardens there 1s a
}:f( at division b“l‘-‘.‘(\’n iree ln\'vra
and plant fovers. On the whole
your garden isn‘t too shady so [
imagine there 1s11°t too much con-
flict

A( Well, people plant the
wrong kind of trees which makes
me very cross. We have that enor
mous eucalyptus which isa forest
tree, for heavens sake, and | now
cannot see the garden from our
bedroom window: Hook slap into
those rather boring grey leaves
The acacias are very beautiful, |

Lansdownef/Clarendon Garden: looking nerth

love them

HP And theyv don’t cast too
much shade

AC No, they're quite good,
whereas the planes do

HP  There's one garden round
here, whichisabsolutely like night
Can anvone plant anything be-
tween their railings and the path?
AC  Infact they are now encour-
aged todo the outer bed Somedo,
some don‘t. You are encouraged
to keep it tidy even if you don't
plant it. You know, we merely do
the north end because from the
middle of the garden you dont
want a bitty end, you want a sort
ofsweepofall the plants or shrubs
or whatever, the same with the
sides, when your are walking up
the garden you seea very pleasant
Pdl’,q

HP  lfthereisany new planting
does the committee decide who
warnts this or that tree?

AC You planted new lavender,
didn’t vou, some time ago? Well,
the bulbs go on for ever. We
planted all those tulips at least
twenly yearsagoand just leftthem,
never touched them. Everybody
had said you have to lift them but
we decided that was too much
like hard work and they have st
mulitiphed

M When did the party on bon
fire night start?

AC Oh, let me think, about
twenly to thirty vears ago. Before
we all used to have our own little
bonfireand our own nutsroasting
and that was ridiculous so we de-
cided, it was much easier to have
one display

HP | remember my soncame to
the banfire party here and he said
it was full of silver haired fathers
carrying bottles of wine

AC | remember when | was
small, there were one or two fierce
}‘L‘w'Plr who were gverlastingly
coming oul saving ‘den’t’, or ‘be
quiet’, ‘stop this or that' Weil we
just made fun of them; of course
that doesn’t happen now, does it?
No old women - well Lam the old
woman, of course | haveacertain
little flower which any child may
pick and make dolly’s bouquets
its rather pleasant

Henrtetta Phipps wiiles
This was one of the earliest gar-
denstobelawd out on the Ladbroke
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go to parties there

HP  But, to go back to the gar-
den, apparently they didn't put
flowers into public parks until the
1860s; there was much morein the
wayv of shrubbery, grass and trees;
then in the 1860s they got mad
about gardening and more and
more flower-minded

AC The southern end was al
wavs a mass of laurels, rather
ing, you know
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No, it was just gravel and
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very little since the mid-1840s, as
developers’ plans from that date
show. All but two of the gravel
paths are intact and, in the centre,
the circular flower-bed survives,
still filled with roses as it always
has been in living memory The
early Victorian edging tiles are
castellated, instead of the more
familiar rope pattern found in the
later gardens, while original rail-
ings still mark the back of nearly
all the private gardens, and in a
very ornamental design form the
road boundary along St John's
Gardens

Magnificent trees, however, are
now the most striking feature of
the garden, many of them surely
original; tall planes, one of which
dominates St John's Gardens, pic
turesquely twisted hawthorns,
several limes and, 1in one ot the
private back gardens, a stupen-
A tulip tree
was pnm-mn_-d to the garden \
1977 by the Ladbroke Association |
and thereare many voung flower
ing trees, notably a lovely Magno
fia kobus

dous copper beech

Long since recovered from a lapse
into wilderness in World War I,
the gardenis now beautifully kept
with many residents planting then
buffer zones’ outside their
railings. In the difficuit shady |
stretches Victorian continuity is |

own

given with evergreens such as
laurustinus, privet and Portugal
laure! (although one adventurous
gardener has put in raspberry
canes). InSpring there aredrilts of

narcissi under the trees
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order, reminiscent of a traditional
college garden. Nodogs have been
allowed in for forty years, and at
present there are not many chil-
dren The surrounding streets are
quiet, and private gardens wide,
with many leafy gaps between
houses, which are partly stucco
and partly mellow brick at the
back, in much more restrained
style than the later Thomas Allom
terraces, and unsullied generally
by extensions and conservatories
It is not surpnising that families
have tended tostay fora long time
in this settled place, and that gen-
erations of children have grown
up making friends in the garden

PLANNING

Robert Meadows

44 Clarendon Road This is a
promunent corner house. There
were proposals to alter the roof to
inciude large ‘dormer’ windows
on all sides. These changes would
have been clearly visible, espe
cially from the nising ground in St
john's Gardens. The Application
was refused by the Council. It went
to Appeal and the Appeal was
disnussed. It 1s significant that, in
his report, the Planning Inspector
refers to the Ladbroke Conserva
tion Area Proposals Statement
and uses it as part of the grounds

] the Appeal
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was underlined in the Council’s
Unitary Development Plan pub-
lished only this year, whichclearly
stated that extensions “diminish-
ing” a “significant gap” weretobe
resisted. As this extension is quite
clearly covered by this descrip-
tion we are very disappointed to
report that despiteobjections from
yvour Association at the meeting,
the Planning Committee by a ma
jority decided to abandon their
recently stated policy and grant
the application

17 Kensington Park Gardens This
house has been handsomely re
stored, but the highly unsatisfac-
tory forecourt parking remains
We pressed, unsuccessfully, for
this to be discontinued and for the
reinstatement of the back-of pave-
ment balustrade wall. This house
1s part of a listed terrace anditisa
great shame that it has been spoilt
in this way

36-40 Kensington Park Road -
Southbank School Controversy
continues over this school, its ex
pansion and its contravention of
Planning Conditions. It has al
ready expanded into 40 Kensing
ton Park Road, and it now wishes
to extend its scope by catering for
children in the six to eleven age
range. This is likely to generate
moretrafficand parking problems

139-151 Portobello Road This
block of buildings has been under
scaffolding for vears, creating a
terrible evesore in the Portobello
Road So it was }:«‘()\i news indeed
that a local Housing Association
has produced a scheme for the
remnstatement of this block, with a
market hall on the ground floor
and flats on the upper floors. We
'!sai'}‘l' this scheme will £ O ahead

Various Listed Buildings Re
cently, there has been a number of

Planni

pplications for minor

alterations to histed buildings. The
drawings have been of .‘1 poot
standard and not }‘!\““{Hu! by
properly qualified professional
persons. Inallcases, but especially
i dealing with listed buildings, it

» impartant that any alterations

ire handled by a well qualified
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